JAPAN MUST FIGHT BRITAIN
artificial harbour on its eastern side out of range of enemy
guns. Owing, however, to the enormous expense involved,
she did not proceed with it.
Because of these considerations, Gibraltar has been a
subject of discussion when of recent years the question of
Tangiers has come up. That place has been suggested as a
substitute ; it is in Morocco, on the opposite coast, about
thirty miles away, and like Suez, Singapore, and Panama,
it is a trade route focus of considerable strategical importance.
It has the disadvantage of being open to bombardment
from the hinterland, but if long-range guns were mounted
and submarimes stationed there, it would prove a serious
threat to shipping passing through the straits. It is, at
present, under international administration, but England
is keeping a sharp look-out for an opportunity to seize it.
Africa.
As explained above, the sea-route to the East through the
Mediterranean is threatened in many places. Its shortness
has, however, led the British Admiralty to regard it as of
primary importance and to concentrate on its protection to
the extent of neglecting that of other routes. The wisdom
of this policy has been questioned, it being argued that with
modern submarines and aircraft protection cannot be
guaranteed, and that in a war with a strong European Power
it is even doubtful whether British surface ships could operate
in the Mediterranean at all. Furthe^, a Fleet could hardly
be sent out to the East via Suez unless the European Powers
remained strictly neutral, and in a strategical discussion
that assumption is not permissible. It is maintained that it
would be far wiser to concentrate on protecting the Cape
route, of which the greater safety more than outbalances
•the greater length.
The time factor is, however, all-important, and perhaps
the Admiralty policy of regarding the Gape route as sub-
sidiary may after all be the best. There is a defended
harbour at Freetown in Sierra Leone, and farther south the
naval base at Simonstown and the defended harbour of
Gape Town not far away command the entrance to the
Indian Ocean from the Atlantic. Farther on, up the east
coast of Africa, is another defended harbour at Durban, the
'Little Paris of South Africa*.

